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jewelry with.1' When Ssu-ma saw the gold, she smiled until her
eyes were entirely closed. "It is a praiseworthy thing that you
propose to do," she said. "I should not be taking this gold from
you. However, I'll keep it for you and you may leave everything
to me. But since your mother looks upon you as her money tree,
she will not let you go unless she has an offer of a thousand taek
Is your party ready to put up this sum? Why don't you let me meet
him and talk the things over with him?" "Please do not mind who
it is," Meiniang said. "Just consider it that I am buying my own
freedom." "Does your mother know that you have come to see me?"
"No " Meiniang answered. "Then stay here and have something to
refresh yourself," Ssu-ma said. "I shall go to speak to your mother
and let you know the outcome."
Ssu-ma then hired a sedan and went to Chiu-ma's house. She
asked the latter about Meiniang's recent misfortune and then said,
"For us who are engaged in the business it is better to have girls of
ordinary beauty, for they will be able to make money for us and
cause us no trouble. But because Meiniang is over-famous she is like
a piece of fish that has been dropped on the ground which even
ants will not leave alone. This may appear like good business but
actually it has its disadvantages. Even the vaunted fee of ten taels,
is only an empty name, for you have to entertain the guests and
servants that the clients bring so that they will not make trouble
for you or deliberately ruin your furniture or porcelain. Moreover,
there are the poor painters and calligraphers and the poetry dubs
and chess societies that are continually making demands on pu
and whom you must wait upon free several times in a moBtk
Then finally, your rich clients are always fighting over Meinkag,
and if you promise her to Li you have to refuse Chang, thus pleas-
ing one but offending the other. This incident of Mr. Wu is bet
a sample of what might happen in the future. You were tacky
that nothing worse happened, bad as it was, for you might ha^e
lost Meiniang and your capital investment. You know you cant
sue those people. I have heard that Mr. Wu is not yet satisfied bat
is hatching a new plot against you. As long as Meimang is as
particular as she is, you will always be open to trouble,"